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A.G.M.  

Tuesday April 24th at 7.00 

Trinity Church 

A.G.M.  = your opportunity to  review the life 
of the Society over the last year.  Your views 
and your involvement will be welcomed 

Atherstone Civic Society is constituted                              
to have an Executive Committee responsible 
for the Society’s management and                                   
administration.  Which means that,                       
importantly, your Society needs your votes  on 
the membership of the Executive Committee, 
which includes 3 Officers:                                                                
    Chairperson,                       
                      Honorary Secretary,                                                            
    Honorary Treasurer.                                                                 
In addition to the 3 Officers, the Committee 
shall have not less than 8 and not more than 
12 other members.  All must relinquish their 
posts every year and shall be eligible for                  
re-election at the AGM.                                          
A committee filled to its full capacity of 15 
members would be  A Very Good Thing !   

A list of the Executive  Committee members 
serving over the past year, 2017—2018, will be 
available on the night.  

Please think about nominating ACS 
members for any of these positions.                         
Nominations, from Society members only,  
shall be made in writing (email is acceptable) 
to the  Society’s  administrators at least 14 
days before the AGM, i.e. by April 10th.                                        
Nominations must be supported by a seconder 
and the consent of the proposed nominee 
must first have been obtained.     

Send your nominations to ad-
min@atherstonecivicsociety.co.uk   or  

phone the contact number below right.  

With the station building as our ACS logo,              
what promises to be an                                       
interesting talk by Robin Mathams and 

Dave Barrett on the Trent  Valley 
Railway  awaits us  after the 
meeting. 

 

 

. 

   Atherstone Civic Society was formed in 1990  

 to stimulate interest in, and action for,                        
the improvement of the local environment 

Contact us on 01827  713976 

or 

admin@atherstonecivicsociety.co.uk 

Website: www.atherstonecivicsociety.co.uk 

ACS PUBLICATIONS 

 Once upon a Time in Atherstone  £3.00 

 Roman Mancetter. £5.00 

 Atherstone :a pleasantly placed town. £15.00 

 Roman Trail  Guide. £1.00 

JUDY VERO PUBLICATIONS  

 Hatters Town. £8.95 

 A Concern in Trade. £5.00 

All are available from the Information Centre in 

Long Street, open Tues, Friday & Saturday, or from 

co-opted committee member Tim Holmes   

timholmes@hotmail.co.uk  

Newsletter editor:  Margaret Hughes 

 

In a recent discussion with members of the Hinckley                               

Archeological Society, mention was made of the 

amount of plastic they found on one site recently. It 

seems that the site has had “ green waste ”       

deposited on it which should comprise only       

compost. We are all responsible for the               

environment and therefore should be careful what 

we put in our green bins. Any “ rogue ”  items are, I 

understand, picked out by hand and inevitably some 

get overlooked. Can we all set an example by   

making sure that WE only put in biodegradable 

items ?                                             

                              R P 

CURRENT  MEMBERSHIP FEES per annum 

To be reviewed following AGM 

 Joint Members   £15 

 Individual Members  £10 

 Student Members   £7 

 Visitors, per event             £3 
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WELCOME 

      to this edition of  the ACS                                                       
       newsletter,   

       including on page three                        
the programme of  events for 2018.  

O ur aims as a Civic Society are to         

promote local heritage and to                    

encourage high standards in all areas of  

change in the area.  

An opportunity to influence change arose 

recently with the new Strategic Plan for 

North Warwickshire, which was open for 

all to comment upon and is now in the 

hands of  the  inspectors.  

We all need to make our views heard ;                   

as a Civic Society we may have greater                         

influence.   

More houses are to be built in the area, 

and our views on the infrastructure  and 

type of  development can help to enhance 

the area we know and care for.                          

See page two: Planning Matters.   

Rita Poulson, Acting Chairperson  

AGM                                                                                                    

See page 4  for date and new time [ 7.00]  

and how to participate 

COMPARE AND CONTRAST 

At bluebell time the people of Leamington are able 

to walk through the delights of Cubbington Woods.   

 

 

 

 

South Cubbington Wood:  under threat 

But Cubbingtonõs wooded bluebell walks are under 

attack, from  todayõs biggest development threat to 

ancient woodlands: the HS2 rail project                                         

Even their 250 year old pear tree, awarded  England 

Tree of the Year in 2015, may not survive.                         

On the other hand., in our own Hartshill Hayes,                        

how good it is to  hear of  Warwickshire CCõs                       

imaginative long-term vision, not only to  preserve 

The Hayes, but also to restore it.  WCCõs project is 

to return it to its older semi-natural state of more 

native broad-leaved trees.  This will take several               

generations   Craig Williams, Country Parks Projects 

Officer writes :òThis will be achieved initially 

through thinning and coppicing, and subsequent 

monitoring of regeneration.   

Two areas are being 

thinned this winter, then 

two each year for the next 

six years. Further thinning 

of the trees is planned               

beyond 2030.   From 2045 

an individual tree selection 

system will be in place.    

  Applause for Hartshill Hayes!                 MH                        

                                       

mailto:timholmes@hotmail.co.uk


        PLANNING MATTERS 

 

 

Hartshill and Mancetter Kilns 

 

 

 

 

A 
mong our nationõs historians are a select 

number of specialists in Roman pottery.  

Murmur òMancetteró to them, and their 

eyes light up in recognition :  for over 200 years 

the second largest pottery in Roman Britain flour-

ished just outside the garrison and settlement area 

of Manduessedum. The Mancetter/Hartshill kilns.      

Excavations of this significant  industrial site have 

taken place for close to a century, ever since                

remains were found in Hartshill quarries in the 

1890s.  To date, up to 70 kilns have been located, 

with more known,  awaiting investigation. At least 

five kilns were discovered in a field on ôClock 

Hillõ, in some of the latest work in the 1980s. 

Most of the pots were mortaria : mixing bowls for 

food preparation.  They were distinctive, made 

from a locally sourced white clay.   Demand came 

nationwide from Roman kitchens, as also from 

the military ñ  each marching soldier carried  his 

own portable version.                                                   

Other vessels from these local potteries included 

storage pots  of a reduced greyware, and long-

necked whiteware flagons.                                                           

Those 1980 excavations also found evidence of 

glass produced on Clock Hill, an activity also no-

ticed on other local sites.  

We know many of these potters; they imprinted 

their names on the rims of their pots. One such 

noted artisan, Sarius, worked at Hartshill for just 

over 20 years, c.160 ð 180 A.D., before leaving for 

a site close to Doncaster, where he again                                                     

established a pottery business.  Eventually, he    

returned to Hartshill , this time to set up pottery 

production in a partnership. 

 Malcolm Lockett                                                         

Hinckley Archaeological Society and ACS 

committee member   
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 Feb 20th        Eddie Smallwood:   What did the Romans do for Mancetter?   

 March 20th        Carole Haines:         Thomas Cooke of Tamworth     

 April 24th           AGM &   talk:             The Trent Valley Railway                                                                      

           Robin Mathams and Dave Barrett                                                                                               

  May 22nd           Judy Vero:    Atherstonians in Australia                                                                           

           in the 1850s Gold Rush      

 June 19th           John Burton:             Bedworth Evening Tour                                                            

                   Old Meeting United Reform Church at 7 p.m.

 July 12th             Garden party:      Monwode Lea Farm at 7 p.m.   (NB  a Thursday) 

 August                  Visit:      Attingham Park Shrewsbury    (details later) 

 Sept 18th             Tour:     Birmingham :  Jewellery Quarter Museums,  

          including The  Coffin Works (details later) 

 Oct. 23rd          David Howe:             Willingly to School ?                                                                 

                                              Stories from Warwickshire Schools 

 Nov 20th             John White               Shakespeare: In Celebration of a Life                         

Heritage of Atherstone Team.     

        On March  23rd   Eddie Smallwood  led  a   

 walk  around Roman Mancetter,                             

 followed by a lunch and a talk in St                    

 Peter’s Church, Mancetter.                      

 With refreshments  before the walk                        

    and again after the talk, people had ample 

time to mix and chat, and enjoy  displays of                              

Mancetter’s Roman history , supplied by the Friends of 

Atherstone Heritage.  These were set alongside Eddie’s  

impressive  display of Roman military equipment, also 

Mancetter Roman pottery from  ACS, with a  bookstand 

of ACS publications for sale.  

A 1920s Punch cartoon showing Government ministers on an                 

outing.   ACS outings are more decorous...and more comfortable 

APOLOGIES !        

Those who heard 

Eddie speak at 

Trinity on Feb 20th would have 

taken on board his exhortation 

to note and record any finds 

they might make in their own                

gardens.  To clarify, any finds 

should be reported to                  

historicenvironmentre-

cord@warwickshire.gov.uk , 

not, as was said at the                      

meeting, to SAMs (Sites & 

Monuments  Records) 

mailto:historicenvironmentrecord@warickshire.gov.uk
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